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Move to Amend U.N. Charter 


Resolutions introduced in both Houses of Con- 
gress last week gave new impetus to the move to 
amend the United Nations charter. 


Three-fold Plan 


A three-fold plan for changing the structure of the 
United Nations is outlined: (1) revision of the Secu- 
rity Council, and elimination of the veto power in 
matters of aggression; (2) international control of 
atomic energy in line with the United States pro- 
posals, and limitation of armaments by a quota sys- 
tem; (3) creation of an international police force. 
The provisions are essentially those of the Quota 
Force Plan, sponsored by the Citizens Committee 
for United Nations Reform (Ely Culbertson, Chair- 
man). (See Letter to Presidents of March 26 on 
World Government.) 


Russian Veto? 


Under the present Charter, each of the five major 
powers has the right to veto any proposed amend- 
ment. If the resolutions should be successful, and 
the United States should actually propose these 
amendments, a Russian veto is almost a certainty. 
The sponsors of the resolution have made clear that 
in this case they would proceed without Russia. 
This would actually niean leaving the U.N. and 
forming another international organization. 


Congressional Support 


Similar resolutions were introduced last summer, 
but no hearings were held. The sponsors of the new 
resolutions,* have announced their intention to push 
for Committee action. 

* Republicans: Senators Ferguson (Mich.), Aiken 
and Flanders (Vt.), Tobey (N. H.), Baldwin 
(Conn.), Capehart and Jenner (Ind.), Ball (Minn.), 
Cain (Wash.). Representatives Judd (Minn.), Hale 
(Me.), Mundt (S. D.), Gwinn (N. Y.) Burke (O.), 
Muhlenberg (Penna.), Nixon (Calif.). 

Democrats: Senators Byrd (Va.), McFarland 
(Ariz.), Johnson (Colo.), O’Conor (Md.), Hoey 
(N. C.), Sparkman (Ala.), Stennis (Miss.). Repre- 
sentatives Hays (Ark.), Richards (S. C.), Jarman 
(Ala.), Mansfield (Mont.), Colmer (Miss.), Byrne 
(N. Y.), Kefauver (Tenn.). 
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Economic Advisers Urge Control 


The U. S. can take the E. R. P. and the announced 
arms-building program in its stride zf certain gov- 
ernment controls are adopted, according to the Pres- 


-idents’ Council of Economic Advisors. The Coun- 


cil’s views were outlined in its quarterly report to 
the President made public on April 9. 

The Council pointed out that the squeeze on the 
economy will result from concentration of both 
programs on certain classes of goods and areas of 
production where shortages have been most severe 
and persistent. Chiefly they are farm products, steel 
and other metals, and the sources of power and heat. 

Inflation-control policies recommended by the 
President in his ten-point program of last fall are 
urged. These include increases in taxes when new 
expenses are not offset by practicable reductions in 
other government expenses, control over consumer 
and bank credit, a savings bond campaign, controls 
over the use of scarce materials, and reserve authority 
for price-wage controls and rationing. 


Your Rent Board 


Increased authority of the local Rent Advisory 
Boards under the new Rent Control Act makes it 


- more important than ever that they be truly repre- 


sentative. 

In some states they have never been set up at all; 
in others they have been heavily weighted in favor 
of the landlord point of view. The new Act re- 
quires that they consist of “not less than five mem- 
bers who, . . . insofar as practicable, as a group are 
representative of the affected interests in the area.” 

The Housing Expediter in a recent communica- 
tion to the Governors on nomination of Board mem- 
bers defined a “representative” Board as one com- 
posed of “one representative of landlord interests, 
one representative of tenant interests and three rep- 
resentatives of public interests groups.” Women’s 
groups are specifically included by the Expediter 
under the latter category. 

Recommendations by these Boards for decontrol 
will mean much to your community. Is your Board 
so constituted as to be ready to render a decision 


fair to all? 
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Housing Bill Amendments 
The Taft-Ellender-Wagner housing bill (S. 866) 


and proposed amendments are now being debated 
in the Senate. The issue at stake is whether or not 
the Congress will adopt a comprehensive national 
housing program dealing with the continued severe 
shortage and at the same time provide safeguards 
against inflationary impacts. 

Senator Ralph W. Flanders has introduced amend- 
ments to the T-E-W bill which incorporate the rec- 
ommendations of the Joint Committee on Housing, 
and bring the bill up-to-date by striking out certain 
provisions already enacted and by taking new mone- 
tary factors into account. Senator Flanders’ amend- 
ments have been approved by the Senate Banking 
and Currency Committee, with some changes, and 
by the sponsors of the bill. Senator Joseph W. Mc- 
Carthy has also introduced a series of amendments 
to the T-E-W bill, many of which are similar to 
the Flanders’ amendments but differ materially with 
reference to public housing. 

The T-E-W bill as revised by the Committee- 
approved amendments, provides various aids to 
stimulate home building, especially in the rental 
field. The Federal Housing Administration emer- 
gency program of insuring home mortgages is ex- 
tended until March 31, 1949, with an increased au- 
thorization to guarantee loans up to $2 billion. At 
least half of this amount must be allocated for rental 
housing. F. H. A. is permitted to insure mortgages 
at an increased interest rate from 4 to 444 per cent, 
if approved by the Secretary of the Treasury. This 
latter provision would give investors a bigger profit, 
and should be carefully reviewed for its possible 
inflationary aspects. When the emergency program 


lapses, a modified long-range program of mortgage 
insurance for moderately-priced homes will go into 
effect. 

To attract investment to home-building, several . 
new provisions dealing with financing have been 
added. A secondary market for home loans insured 
by F.H.A. and the Veterans Administration is pro- 
vided. Investors in rental housing are permitted to © 
deduct from their income taxes an increased portion 
for amortization of their investment. A system of 
yield insurance to guarantee investors in rental hous- 
ing a minimum return on their investments 1s 
provided. Financial aid to the construction of manu- 
factured and prefabricated homes is included, as 
is a program of research in the housing field. 

Features of the bill of particular interest because 
of their benefits to low-income groups are the pro- 
grams of slum clearance, urban redevelopment, and 
public housing. The public housing provisions now 
authorize an appropriation of $32 million for the 
construction of 500,000 units over a five-year period. 
Local governments will administer the public hous- 
ing projects with a minimum of federal control. 
Unfortunately farm housing provisions have been 
eliminated from the bill. The Secretary of Agricul- 
ture and the Housing and Home Finance Agency 
are instructed to make a new study of the farm 
problem and submit recommendations to the next 
Congress. 

In submitting the amendments to the T-E-W bill, 
the committee pointed out that the total cost of the 
legislation it is recommending amounts to less than 
1 percent of the present Federal budget. This, it 
considers, is a moderate price to pay for establishing 
a sound basis for the gradual elimination of one of 
the nation’s most pressing domestic problems. 


* CURRENT LEGISLATION * 


Displaced Persons (S. 2242 and H. R. 6163): Ac- 
tion on the floor of the Senate expected shortly after 
April 20. Communications to Senators, requesting 
larger number and no discrimination, still needed. 
Meanwhile in House new Fellows bill (H. R. 6163), 
already approved by House Immigration Subcom- 
mittee, is being considered by full House Judiciary 
Committee. It would admit 200,000 over two-year 
period, avoids discriminatory requirements and is 
in other ways superior to Senate bill. Early action 
promised here also. 


Reciprocal Trade (H. R. Res. 335*): No action on 
this 3-year renewal legislation. 


World Health Organization (H. J. Res. 161*): 
Protests from all parts of country and from many 
groups,—including the American Medical Associa- 
tion,—are mounting over tabling of this Resolution 
by House Rules Committee. Final decision as to 
reconsideration will probably be made by House 
leadership (Martin and Halleck). 


Taft-Ellender-Wagner Housing Bill (S. 866*): 
This bill is on the floor of the Senate as we go to 
press. More difficulty still expected in House, where 
Banking and Currency Committee Chairman Wol- 
cott (R., Mich.), is a key figure. Progress is being 
made in obtaining signatures to Mrs. Douglas’ Dis- 
charge Petition (#6). 

Federal Aid to Education (S. 472 and H. R. 2953): 
Senate bill passed April 1 by roll call vote of 58 to 
22. If sufficient support can be obtained in full 
House Committe on Education and Labor (Hartley, 
R., N. J., Chm.), House vote may come in mid-May. 


Repeal of Margarine Tax*: Motion to discharge 
Agriculture Committee and proceed to consider 
H. R. 2245* (Rivers) scheduled for April 26 on 
House floor. Senate Finance Committee (Millikin, 
R., Colo., Chm.) to which it will go if successful 
in House, reported to be receiving heavy pressure 
from opponents. 


* Indicates League support. ie 
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